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□ sheets of the description, claims and>br drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
andfcr sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
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beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 
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(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) , containing a 
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Box No, 1 Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 
1-10 

Claims, Numbers 
1-21 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/3-3/3 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as^f (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-21 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-21 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-21 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP2004/0071 53 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 



D1: US-B-6 477 1951 



The document D1 discloses an apparatus and a method of feeding DRI pellets and fines 
into an EAF from an inclined tube connected to a funnel and further through a downpipe 
inserted in the lid of the furnace. 

None of the documents cited in the search report discloses a dosing orifice at the opening 
at the lower end of the downpipe which allows fine grained metal to be fed into the furnace 
in the form of an compact undisturbed bulk stream. 

Hence, the sujbect matter of claims 1 to 21 is novel. In addition, none of the cited 
documents render obvious the use of an orfice at the end of the downpipe for the reason 
of improving the yield of fine grained material fed into an EAF. Accordingly, an inventive 
step is acknowledged. 
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